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652 THE SCOT IN BRITISH NORTH AMERICA.

of the colony to be the property of the people, controlled by
their representatives and administered by Ministers possess-
ing the confidence of those representatives ?

There were two difficulties in the way of responsible
government : first, the vacillating conduct of the Colonial
office, and secondly, the perverse action of particular Gover-
nors. The changes which occurred, from time to time, in
Downing Street, were incompatible with consistency. Even
the same Minister not unfrequently altered his views and
gave contrary instructions at different times. It was Lord
Glenelg who, in 1837, first enjoined the selection of public
servants acceptable to the majority. But Sir Colin Camp-
bell systematically disregarded the mandate.* In'October,
1839, Lord John Russell, contrary to his prior action in
1836, clearly laid down the principles of responsible govern-
ment in a despatch to Sir John Harvey, Lieutenant-Governor
of New Brunswick. Messrs. Howe, Young, and the other
Reformers of Nova Secotia, rationally contended that this
definition of colonial policy should be held to apply to all
the Lower Provinces, although only one was directly re-
ferred to. The Lieutenant-Governor, however, kept on in
the even tenor of his way, in spite of remonstrances from
the Assembly. The year 1840 witnessed the culmination
of the struggle. A series of resolutions, embodied in an
address, were passed, in which the necessity for a radical
change in the constitution of the Executive Council was

insisted upon. Mr. Uniacke, the only Minister who was

* The writer was led into the error, by trusting to a current history, of confounding this

ruler with Lord Clyde, There were, in fact, two distinet Colin Campbells, aud had nothiug
in common but the name and the martial profession,
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acceptable to the House, resigned. Sir Colin, however, was
not to be moved, and nothing remained to be done, but to
solicit his recall. This extreme step was adopted with re-
Iuctance, because personally the Lieutenant-Governor was
liked by men of all parties; yet,as a necessity, it was taken
firmly, though with studied care and moderation.

In March, a sort of pitched battle was fought before the
electors of the town and county of Halifax. The contest
was unequal. On one side were Messrs. Howe, Annand,
Forrester and Bell, and on the other, a speaker of great
power, Solicitor-General Johnston. All of these men, with
the distinguished exception of Joseph Howe, were, we be-
lieve, Scots by birth or extraction. Ten days after, the
Colonial Secretary broadly propounded the doctrine that the
majority ought to be represented in the Council. At the
same time, that fatal want of clearness in decision, charac-
teristic of Downing Street, seemed to temper its counsels.
In England, the entire Ministry must necessarily retire, un-
less tempted to try the hazard of a general election, so soon
as it loses the confidence of the House. The old traditional
notion that, in some sort of sense, the Governor occupied a
better position than the Crown still haunted the minds of
‘Colonial Secretaries, and served to prolong the controversy,
and, in a mischievous way, to throw obstacles in the way of
a foregone conclusion, as will speedily be seen ; for the end
was not yet.

Meanwhile Sir Colin Campbell had been recalled,* and

* A pleasing incident is related of his last levee. Mr, Howe attended, and, after a bow,
was retiring, when Sir Colin stretched out his hand, with the remark, ** We must not part
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type, and, being alarmed at the growing agitation on educa-
tional and other subjects, precipitated a dissolution. Messrs.
Howe, Uniacke and McNab, who had protested against this
step, at once resigned. The immediate cause of their seces-
sion, however, was the appointment.of Mr. Almon to a seat
in the Cabinet. This was clearly a reactionary move. Lord
Falkland claimed perfect freedom in the matter of official
selections, and strange to say his recalcitrant advisers appear
to have explicitly admitted the claim. The reason assigned
for Mr. Almon’s nomination was that, it would demonstrate
His Excellency’s confidence in the Premier, Mr. Johnston,
who was the new Minister’s brother-in-law. Not a word
about the confidence of the Assembly. In February, 1844,
the new House met and Mr. Wm. Young was promptly re-
elected Speaker. Notwithstanding this proof of Opposition
strength, the Governor carried his point by a majority of
two or three votes.™

Lord Falkland, of whose good intentions there can be no
doubt, then took the extraordinary step of requesting,
through an intermediary, the return of the ex-Ministers to
oftice. But, although he avowed himself desirous of reform-
ing the Government, he required of the three gentlemen
a pledge that they would abstain from agitation, and further
that they should renounce the notion that the Goverror

stood in a similar position to the Sovereign so far as the

* They appear to have managed matters strangely in those days. Mr, Howe left the
Cabinet to become Speaker, and then went back again apparently, although there is no evi-
dence before us that he did so. He then left the Chair to become a Minister., Mr. Young
succeeded bim, and stepped down in turn to be Minister; resigned and again became
Speaker, Moreover, according to Mr. Campbell (History, p. 353), he actually opposed the
Address while Speaker in the Parliament of 1844.
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upon by a majority of votes. Moreover he was a sort of
* Civil Service reformer in his way, and advocated a fair dis-
posal of public patronage, irrespective of party. A political
millennium of that sort, however, was not to be ; and is to
all appearance as far away now as it was thirty-five years
ago. One seat in the Cabinet, and the Solicitor-Generalship
were thrown to the malcontents; but, as might have been
expected, were at once declined. The Opposition leaders
urged that they could not be fairly asked to act with men
in whose general policy they had no confidence; and sug-
gested an immediate appeal to the people.

A new election was ordered, therefore, and the House met
in January, 1848. Mr. William Young was again elected
Speaker by a majority of six votes, and on the Address, a
vote of non-confidence in the Ministry passed by twenty-
eight to twenty-one. Mr. J. W. Johnston, the Premier, a
man of great ability and weight, at once resigned. With
this vote, the old colonial system, which had died hard, here
as elsewhere, finally passed to its rest, to be embalmed in
the museum of historical antiquities.

His Excellency sent, not for Mr. Howe, but Mr. Uniacke,
who at once formed a Liberal administration which included
the obnoxious chief, as well as Messrs, Bell, McNab and
George R. Young, who formed the Scottish element. Hence-
forward, for some years, politics ran smoothly enough. ' The
people of Nova Scotia, having secured popular government,
settled down to the work of material progress. In 1850, Mr.
Johnston made a slight diversion by proposing a string of
resolutions, asserting that as the Colonial Office had trans-

formed the constitution, England ought pay the Governor’s
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strength of parties. Messrs. Howe and Fulton were defeated
in Cumberland by Dr. Tupper and Mr. A. McFarlane, and
in the following year a vote of non-confidence was carried by
twenty-eight to twenty-one. Mr. Johnston was once more
called upon to form a Cabinet, with Dr. Tupper, and amongst
his colleagues, were Messrs. Stayley Brown and John McKin-
non, John Campbell and Charles J. Campbell, all of Scottish
birth or origin. The new Government went vigorously to
work, especially upon the coal question, which was at last set-
tled by the vesting of all the mines under Provincial con-
trol. The Assembly was dissolved in 1859, and the Oppo-
sition claimed a majority. When the House met in Janu-
ary, 1860, a dispute at once arose regarding the eligibility of
some of the members. The Attorney-General then pro-
posed Mr. Wade, as Speaker, and Mr. Young nominated
Mr. Stewart Campbell, the latter being elected by a majority
of three. The next step was a motion of want of confidence,
which was carried by a majority of two. The Government,
however, contended that five or six members were ineligible,
because at the time of the election they held offices of profit
and emolument under the Crown. Ministers, therefore, ad-
vised a dissolution, which the Lieutenant-Governor declined
to grant. A change of administration was the result, and
Messrs. Young and Howe found themselves once more in
power. In 1863 another embarrassment took place after a
general election, and the Johnston party once more took
office. In this Cabinet were the two Johnstons, James
McNab, J. McKinnon and Alexander McFarlane, whilst Jas.

McDonald was Commissioner of Railways.
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Howe in London to oppose the scheme, and were met by Dr.
Tupper and five other friends of union. Mr. Howe occupied
a vulnerable position since he had previously been a warm
friend of the scheme, but he had an active and able champion
in Mr. Annand. He and his colleagues did not hesitate to
condemn the union as “an act of confiscation and coer-
cion of the most arbitrary kind,” and predicted that at the
general elections to be held in the coming May, only three
counties out of the eighteen would return friends of confede-
ration. Nevertheless, the assembled delegates of all the pro-
vinces settled the terms of union at a meeting in London.
during December. The Bill passed in March, and the
Dominion of Canada was formally constituted on the 1st of
July. d

In March of that year the Nova Scotia Legislature assem-
bled, and the anti-confederationists immediately put forward
a protest against the Union. The Hon. Stewart Campbell,
seconded by Mr. Killam, and supported by Mr. Annand,
proposed an amendment to the Address, setting forth that
the delegates had transcended their powers, and demanding
that the British North America Act should not have any
operation in the Province “until it has been deliberately
received by the Legislature and sanctioned by the people at
polls.” On the Government side the struggle was carried on
by Dr. Tupper, Mr. Shannon, and others. On a division
only sixteen voted for the amendment, and thirty-two
against it. The party in power, however, had yet to face
the electors. In July a local Government had been organ-
ized under the leadership of Mr. Blanchard, and the general
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Council, and also for shorter Parliaments. He was also an
ardent champion of the rights of Nova Scotia fishermen
against infringements by the Americans and French. When
the struggle for responsible government opened, there could
be no doubt of the position to be occupied by him. He at
once espoused the cause with ardour, and was sent to visit

Lord Durham, in company with Mr. Johnston. Again in

1839 he was once more a delegate to England to press re-

form upon the Home Government in the matter of customs,
excise and crown lands. When the conflict occurred with
Sir Colin Campbell, Mr. Young threw all his energy and
eloquence into the scale. In company with Mr. Howe, he
and Messrs. Forrester and Bell, who were “brither Scots,”
assailed the arbitrary action of the Lieutenant-Governor,
both in and out of the House.

In 1843, he was elected Speaker in place of Mr. Howe,
who had accepted office; but early next year he vacated
the chair in order to take his place in the Executive
Council. In a new House he was again elected to the
Speakership amidst general applause. The contest, as al-
ready related, continued under Lord Falkland’s adminis-
tration, and was only terminated by the arrival of Sir John
Harvey as Lieutenant-Governor. Meanwhile Mr. Young
was one of the foremost of the combatants. He had not
only fought valiantly at home, but visited the Reformers of
Upper Canada, and received the honour of a banquet from
Mr. Baldwin and his brother Liberals at Toronto. Early
in 184S the prolonged controversy came to a close. Mr.
Young was again elected Speaker, and Mr. Howe was once

B
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a man of fine presence, and at the age of over eighty, is still
hale, firm of step, and bright in eye. In 1880, Sir William
and Lady Young celebrated their golden wedding. He had
been fifty years married, and almost as long in the service
of his fellow-countrymen.,

The Hon. William Annand was born at Halifax, of Scot-
tish parentage, in 1808, and received his education there. In
1837, he was elected along with Mr. Howe to the Nova Scotia
Assembly for Halifax county, and remained ever afterwards
a staunch ally of the Reform leader. Mr. Annand took part
in all the struggles for responsible government, and for com-
plete autonomy of the colony, and in the prosecution of rail-
way and telegraph enterprises. His influence in public affairs
was largely due to his connection with the pre.ss'—he being
proprietor of the Morning Chronicle and Nova Scotian, pub-
lished at Halifax. In May, 1844, Mr. Howe joined him in the
redaction, and both togetber assailed with vigour the atti-
tude of Lord Falkland. In some instances, Mr. Howe, at
all events, transgressed against the ordinary amenities of
political controversy. Amongst other questions in which
Mr. Annand moved at an early date, was the endowment of
denominational colleges, and he succeeded in getting a vote
against it in the Assembly, on a division, of twenty-six to
twenty-one. When Sir John Harvey succeeded to the
Lieutenant-Governorship, the triumph of responsible govern-
ment was complete, yet Mr. Annand did not appear in the
list of the Uniacke Ministry of 1848, but for some years
held the lucrative post of Queen’s Printer. After the general
election of 1859, however, Mr. Annand took office under
his old chief as Financial Secretary. In 1863 the Govern-
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about ten months from March, 1874, he was Speaker of the
Council ; then entered the Local Cabinet as Treasurer of
Nova' Scotia. The Hon. Daniel Macdonald boasts descent
from the Lords of the Isles, but was personally born at
Antigonish, N.S,in 1817. A lawyer by profession, he had
arrived at the age of fifty, when he first entered the Legis-
lature in 1867. In 1872, he became a Cabinet Minister,
taking the department of Public Works, and in 18735, the
Attorney-Generalship. The Hon. Colin Campbell helongs
to one of the Argyle families of Campbell. His grand-
father, who settled in America in 1770, was a public man in
Nova Scotia, and a M. P. P. as far back as 1793. Colin
was born in 1822 at Shelburne, N. S. and was educated at
Digby and Weymouth. A ship-owner and merchant, he
served on the Directorate of an Insurance Company, and also
as local bank agent. Mr. Campbell originally belonged to the
Howe party, but was attracted by the retrenchment schemes
of Dr. Tupper, and went over to the Conservative party.
He sat for Digby from 1859 to 1867, when he was one of the
manyrejected on the question of Confederation, being defeated
by Messrs. Vail and Doucett. In 1871, however, he re-
gained his seat by a large majority, and again in 1873, but
in 1878 he once more suffered misfortune. and is not now in
the House. In 1875 he was made an Executive Councillor,
and had a portfolio under Mr. Annand.

The Hon. Hugh McDonald sprang from the MeDonalds
of the Keppeck in the Sc'ottish Highlands. He was born
at Antigonish in 1826. In 1855 he was called to the
ba,lj,vand received the honours of the silk in 1872. After
a i)reiiminary defeat Mr. McDonald obtained a seat in the
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the 26th of March, 1808, and educated at Pictou. Having
adopted the legal profession, he was called to the bar of
Nova Scotia in 1832, and to  that of Prince Edward Island
in 1836. For some years Mr. Ritchie was Law Clerk to the
Legislative Council of Nova Scotia, and in May, 1864, be-
came a member of that body—a position he retained until
the union. So far back as 1850, he had seryed on the Com-
mission to consolidate and simplify the laws of the Province,
and subsequently, with Messrs. Howe and Gray, to adjust
the tenants’ right question in Prince Edward Island. It
does not appear that he was ever an ardent politician ; still
he was a sufficiently prominent public man to be one of the
Tupper delegation to London in favour of confederation in
1865. In the Cabinet which brought about confederation, he
served as Solicitor-General with a seat in the Cabinet. When
the Union had been consummated, Mr. Ritchie was called to
the Dominion Senate, and remained in that position until
June, 1870, on his appointment as Judge of the Nova Scotia
Supreme Court. When Judge Archibald left the Bench to
assume the Lieutenant-Governorship of the Province in
1873, Judge Ritchie was promoted to the post of Judge in
Equity, which he still fills with dignity and credit, notwith-
standing his advanced years. Of his brother, the Chief
Justice, it will be necessary to speak under the New Bruns-
wick section of this chapter.

The Hon. James William Johnston, whose name figures so
conspicuously in the history of Nova Scotia, as a statesman,
lawyer, and judge, was the son of Dr. Johnston, of Edin-
burgh University, a loyalist immigrant who settled in
Jamaica. There, at Kingston, in 1792 (29th August), Mr.
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Johnston was born. He was sent to Scotland to be educated,
and, after his return, the family removed to Nova Scotia.
Admitted to the bar in 1815, he began the practice of his
profession at Kentville. He subsequently entered into part-
nership with the Hon. Mr, Robie. Mr. Johnston’s rise was
rapid, and he soon attained a first place at the Nova Scotia.
bar—a position he retained until his elevation to the Bench.
His oratory was fervid and effective, and he peculiarly
excelled at cross-examination. On one occasion, “ his bursts
of impassioned eloquence seemed to sweep as with the force
of a tornado, bearing down all ‘before them.”* In 1833 he
was made Solicitor-General, but the office was not political ;
and it was not until 1838 that at the urgent desire of Sir
Colin Campbell he accepted a seat in the Legislative Council,
and began his public career. Into the political arena Mr.
Johnston carried the same ability and earnestness which had
distinguished him at the bar. He was a Conservative, one
might almost say, by heredity, and regarded with suspicion
proposed changes in the constitutional system of the Province.
In 1848, on his appointment to the Attorney-Generalship,
Mr. Johnston resigned his seat in the Council, and was
elected M.P.P. for Annapolis, which he represented without
a break until his elevation to the Bench. In him Lord
Falkland found an able and ready champion with tongue and
pen ; and in the conduct of his defence he exhibited consum-
mate tact: But the spirit of the times was too strong for
even his distinguished ability, and after the elections of 1847
he found himself compelled to resign. In 1850 Mr. Johnston

took the singular step of proposing that as the constitution

* The Canadian Biographical .bictitmary : Quebec, and the Maritime Provinces, p. 532,
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of Ontario, a Baptist, and a strenuous advocate of a prohibi-
tory liquor law. His whole career, political bias apart, was
an eminently useful and honourable one. It may be added
that his grandfather, who originally settled at Savannah,
Georgia, believed himself entitled to the dormant title of
Marquis of Annandale—a name he gave to his estate in the
South. As a loyalist, he left the country, and after a short
sojourn in Britain finally settled in Jamaica, as already
stated. The Hon. Mr. Johnston’s son, bearing the same
name, is now Judge of the County Court of the City and
District of Halifax.

The Hon. John McKinnon, already mentioned, is descended
from the McKinnons of the Western Isles. His father
emigrated to this Province (county of Sydney), from Inver-
ness-shire. The family is Highland Catholic, and a younger
brother of the same gentleman was Catholic Bishop of
Arichat up to the time of his death in 1878. He, himself,
has always been a farmer—one of the sturdy, old Scottish
stock. He was born in November, 1808, at Dorchester,
Antigonish, N.S,, for which county he sits in the Assembly.
He was a member of the Conservative Administration of
1857 and 1860. Again in July, 1867, he was appointed a
member of the first Local Government, but the ill-fated
Cabinet perished in the anti-confederate storm of that
autumn. He, Mr. McKinnon, however, only suffered the loss
of office, as he had been a member of the Legislative Council
since 1857. In spite of the lack of educational opportunities
he was a well-instructed man, and not thought disquali-
fied for a place on the Board of Education, with Messrs.
Tupper, Johnston, Henry and Ritchie as colleagues. As a
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magistrate also for forty years, and an agricultural commis-
sioner, Mr. McKinnon has performed most valuable services.

Hon. Alexander Keith’s name hasnot hitherto appeared in
these pages, yet at confederation, he became Speaker of the
Legislative Council. His father was chief of the clan
Keith, and he himself was born on the 5th of October, 17955
at Falkirk in Caithness-shire. Like almostall Scots, he re-
ceived a good -education, and was then sent to Sunderland
in England to learn the brewing and malting business. Five
years after, in 1817, the family removed to Halifax, and
young Keith at once entered into abrewery partnership, per-
severing until he became sole owner of the business, and sub-
sequently acquiring an independent fortune. Prior to the
incorporation of the city, Mr. Keith was Commissioner in
the Court of Common Pleas, and afterwards served as Mayor
of the City of Halifax in 1843, 1853, and 1854 ; he was also
for a long period a Director of the Bank of Nova Scotia.
Called to the Legislative Council in 1843, he sat in
that body for thirty years. In1867 when the Local Legisla-
ture was constituted he became President of the Upper
House. In the same year he was elected to the Dominion
Senate, but declined the honour. The Presidency he held at
the time of his death” on the 14th December, 1873. Mr.
Keith was an ardent Mason, filled high offices in the craft,
and was deeply respected by the brethren of the “mystic
tie.” His widow, with whom he lived forty years, a son and
three daughters survive him, and live together, all but one
married daughter, at “Keith Hall,” the family homestead.

Another “old-stager,” but a Haligonian by birth, is the
Hon. Alexander Stewart, who at the time of his death was
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Judge of the Vice-Admiralty Court at Halifax. His father,
a Scottish Presbyterian ininister, arrived in Nova
Scotia with his wife shortly previous to Alexander’s birth
at Halifax on the 30th of January, 1794. He was the eldest
of a family of three, the two sons afterwards becoming part-
ners in the practice of law, and one daughter.  His father
died eaﬂy, leaving the widow in poor circumstances ; but
she subsequently married again. Alexander was educated
at the grammar school of Halifax, and he made the most of
his opportunities. For some time he was emf;loyed as clerk
in the Ordnance Department. This position did not satisfy
young Stewart’s ambition. When he announced his inten-
tion of retiring, his chief remonstrated with him, remarking
that in time he would rise to be head clerk. His reply was

that he would not remain if he could not rise higher than

‘the chief of the department himself. His next venture was

in commerce. Entering a West India house, he soon became
a member of the firm, and, in a few years, saved enough to
retire and gratify his desire to enter the legal profession.
Having studied at Halifax and Amberst, he was called to
the bar in 1822. Meanwhile, on the principle, perhaps, that
one good turn deserves another, he had been united to Sarah,
sister of the Hon. Mr. Morse, who had married his sister.
Mr. Stewart rose rapidly in his profession, practising in
Cumberland County, and also in Westmoreland, N.B. In
1826, he was elected to the Nova Scotia Assembly, and
represented Cumberland until 1837, when he was raised to
the Legislative Council. In 1834, he made a powerful

attack on the constitution of the Legislative Council, advo-
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cating open sittings and its separation from the Executive,*
and in the same year vigorously aided Mr. Young in urging
the surrender of the quit-rents} In 1840, he became a
member of the Executive Council. For some time past, Mr.
Stewart had practised at Halifax, and in 1846 succeeded Mr.
Archibald as Master of the Rolls and Judge of the Vice-Ad- !
miralty Court. The former position he vacated, on a pen-
sion, when the Chancery Court was abolished in 1855. In
the following year he was honoured with the Companionship
of the Bath,—the first colonist, it is said, so distinguished.
The other Judgeship he retained until his death on New
Year’s day, 1868.%

Lieutenant-Colonel Charles James Campbell is a native
Scot, having been born in Skye, in Inverness-shire, on Nov.
6th, 1819. He came to Nova Scotia in 1830 and engaged
in commercial pursuits. For a generation past he has been
engaged in developing the New Campbelltown coal mines;
and was the first to send a cargo direct from Nova Scotia to
Australia. In addition to these enterprises he has also
busied himself with seal and herring fishing, oil-wells, gold-
mining, marble, lime, and salt-springs. Col. Campbell was
unfortunate in his first entrance upon parliamentary life.

He was elected for Victoria in 1851, but was unseated on

* Campbell, p. 203, t 1bid. p, 299.

3 It may not be amiss to quote a tribute to his character cited in the Canadian Bio-
graphical Dictionary. p. 414.  ‘‘ Stewart, physically, was a handsome man ; and intellect-
ually he stood high among Nova Scotia’s distinguished men forty or fifty years ago. There
is not in our local legislature at present, a man of such startling eloquence and commanding
ability, Were the equal of him, by some accident or chance, suddenly placed in our As-

- sembly to-day, what a sensation would thereby be created! What a shaking up of dry

bones ! In the presence of such an eagie, there would be a fluttering among the sparrows,”
—New Glasyow Plaindealer,

.



THE SCOT IN BRITISH NORTH AMERICA. 679

petition. 1In 1855, he was returned once more, and sat till
1859 when he lost his seat for defending Catholicrights. In
1860, he was elected, but again unseated ; three years after
he was once more a member, only to lose his election in 1867,
on account of his confederation views. Yet again, in 1871,

" Mr. Campbell headed the poll, and in the following year was
elevated to the Legislative Council, of which he remained a
member about two years and a half. In 1874, he secured elec-
tion to the Commons by a majority of eighteen, but was un-
seated on a recount. In 1876, he was once more returned, and
sat until 1878, when he lost his seat by over a hundred votes,
although a Conservative. He is a strong advocate of retali-
atory duties, especially on coal, and generally on manufac-
tures. During his brief career at Ottawa, Mr. Campbell
strongly opposed the Mackenzie administration, and prophe-
sied its defeat, although perhaps he did not foresee his own.
As few men have met with more ups and downs in public
life, so also, it may be said, there are few who have done so
much to develop the resources of his country. Mr. Campbell
has had a large family, for, althvugh two children were re-
moved by death, he has still six sons and two daughters, the
younger of the latter still at school. His career, as a notable
example of Scottish energy, thrift and intelligence, well
deserves a more ample record.

The public career of Mr. Alexander Mackay is another
example of the striking upheaval which occurred in Nova
Scotia in the confederation year. His parents settled in the
County of Pictou, from Sutherlandshire, in 1815,and he was

born there at West River, three years afterwards. Educated
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at Pictou Academy, he resembled the Hon. Alexander Mac-
kenzie in his earlier fortunes, having been a mason and
builder. Later on he devoted himself to farming and
trade. Since 1858 he has been a magistrate, but he does
not appear upon the political arena until 1863. Mr. Mackay
was a Conservative and supported Dr. Tupper in his struggle
for union. During the political whirlwind of 1867, he was
sacrificed to popular fury; but he found favour once more in
1872, and has since been returned at two general elections
by acclamation. He is a crucial instance of Scottish energy
and probity. Attached to the Church of his fathers with
characteristic zeal, he has been an elder in the Kirk for
more than twenty years; and in the words of a biographer,
merits the title of “ honest Scotchman” with emphasis.
Almost outside the sphere of politics, we may note, merely
as a sample, for there are many like him, Mr. Donald Grant,
of the same county. Well known as a builder and manufac-
turer, far and wide, he was originally the son of a carpenter
from Inverness-shire, and of Sophia Macdonald, a Scottish
daughter of the heatherland at Pictou. Equipped with so
much of the rudiments as could be supplied, Mr. Grant com-
menced life as an apprentice to his father’s trade. Thence
he gradually mounted the ladder, as a builder upon a small
scale, and so on upward to the position of a manufacturer. Be-
ginning life without a dollar, or with any other endowment
save what Providence had vouchsafed, he has risen purely
by energy, enterprise and thrift to be a power in the rail-
way world of Nova Scotia. Mr. Grant, although a Conser-

vative, has never been tempted into public life, although he
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Amongst the Senators, one may be mentioned who has
passed from the scene. The Hon. John Holmes was born in
Ross-shire as far back as March, 1789, and came to Nova
Scotia in 1803. In 1836, he was elected M.P.P. for Victoria,
and sat for it during eleven years, until 1847, when he
suffered defeat. At the next general election he was more
successful, and remained a member flrom 1851 to 1858. In
the latter year he was elevated to the Legislative Council, in
which body he continued until the Union. In 1867, when
seventy-eight years of age, he was called to the Senate. He
died about 1870, having been in public life, with the short
exception referred to, for thirty-four years. The Hon. Alex-
ander Macfarlane, Q.C., who appears to have succeeded Mr.
Holmes, is a Nova Scotian of Scottish descent, the son of
the late Hon. Donald Macfarlane, and born at Wallace, Nova
Scotia, in June, 1817. He was called to the bar in 1844,
and is now Surrogate of the Vice-Admiralty. Mr. Macfar-
lane sat for Cumberland from 1856 to the Union, and dur-
ing the last two years of that period occupied a seat at the

Jouncil Board. He was one of the Nova Scotia'delegates
to the London Conference which settled the terms of Con-
federation. In 1870, he was called to the Senate, of which
be is still a member.

The course of political events in New Brunswick ran
in much the same groove as the struggle in Nova Scotia,
with two important exceptions. Party feeling did not run
so high in the former Province, and the entire controversy
touching responsible government was settled at an earlier

date.* So early as 1832, the Executive Council was separ-

* Fenety : Political Notes and Observations.
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ated from the Legislative ; but the Governor and his friends
were still independent of popular control. The Crown Land
Department was a close bureau, completely beyond any
legislative influence. Out of the casual and territorial
revenues, the dominant party could defray all current ex-
penditure without reference to the Assembly. Having the
power of the purse in their hands,the Executive might defy
votes of non-confidence and treat with supreﬂle indifference
both the censures and remonstrances of the people’s repre-
sentatives. Sir Archibald Campbell, who was at this time
Lientenant-Governor, like his namesake of Nova Scotia, was
a bluff soldier, and tenaciously clung to the existing system.
Tn 1836, Mr. L. Wilmot (a cousin of the present Lieutenant-
Governor), assumed the leadership of the Reform party, and
proved to be the Joseph Howe or William Young of New
Brunswick. As usual the steps taken were simply tenta-
tive. At the outset all that was sought was a periodical
account of the revenue; but this, once conceded, naturally
involved legislative criticism and control over the expendi-
ture. Still the old system died hard ; and the conflict was
prolonged during some years. The ruling clique had upon
its side the Governor; and he was invariably backed by the
Colonial office. Downing Street not only supported its
agents, but laid down unconstitutional maxims by means of
despatches. The procedure of any particular time was thus
dependent upon the whim of the Colonial Secretary ; his
despatches were law, and objection to them was futile.

In 1837, in the absence of an expected missive from home,
the Lieutenant Governor assumed a haughty demeanour,

and requested the House to pass the Civil List Bill with a
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suspensory clause, pending the pleasure of the Crown. The
Assembly enquired whether Sir Archibald Campbell would
assent to the Bill at the close of the Session, as the Houses
had passed it, provided a favourable answer should arrive
in the meantime. The Governor refused to give more than
an indirect answer; but he had sent over Mr. Street, a trusty
member of the Council, to “ button-hole” the Colonial
Secretary. The Assembly took alarm, and at once denouncd
the Governor by resolution, and demanded his recall. Messrs.
Crane and Wilmot were sent to London, and the result of
their representations was the retirement of Sir Archibald,
and the arrival as Governor of Major-General Sir John Har-
vey. With his arrival, the struggle for resiJonsible govern-

ment practically terminated for the time in New Brunswick.

The Civil List Bill was passed, and, amidst great rejoicing,

the Assembly voted money to secure a full length portrait

-of Lord Glenelg, the Colonial Secretary. For some years
affairs proceeded calmly in the Province. So long as Sir

John Harvey remained, nothing arose to mar the general

content. But as Canada had its Lord Metcalfe, New Bruns-
wick was fated toenjoy a ruler of the same type in the per-
son of Sir William Colebrooke. His predecessor had been a
pronounced Reformer ; by his efforts the boundary dispute
which before and afterwards caused infinite trouble to the
Province, was temporarily adjusted; and he had left for
Newfoundland amidst the universal regrets of the people.

Sir William Colebrooke was a man of another stamp alto-

gether, and changes in the Imperial Government had mate-

rially ‘altered the complexion of its policy towards the
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colonies. In addition to that, the Province was suffering
from serious depression in the lumber-trade, and St. John had
recently suffered from a destructive conflagration, such as un-
happily we have seen repeated in recent times. A necessary
consequence of these disasters was a falling-off inthe revenue.
The Assembly then appealed to the Imperial Government for
a loan ; but Lord Stanley (the late Earl Derby) roundly
lectured them upon their wasteful expenditure. The reve-
nues had been placed at their disposal, and already the large
surplus had been frittered away. The Colonial Secretary
broadly hinted that they had proved themselves incapable of
managing their own affairs. Obviously a second political
crisis was at hand. The cfy of danger to responsible gov-
ernment was raised, but at the general election of 1842, it
fell flat. The electorate generally was either indifferent or
too strongly loyal, to heed the agitators. As in Canada,
shortly after, the Conservatives triumphed, and Sir William
Colebrooke, like Lord Metcalfe, received cbngratula,tory ad-
dresses in large numbers from every quarter. He was
hailed as the champion of monarchy and, for the moment,
the party of progress was cast into the shade. In 1844 on
a vacancy occurring in the Executive, he appointed a gentle-
man after his own heart, and distinetly of his own mere mo-
tion. At once four ministers resigned. Three of them, Messrs.
Hugh Johnston, Chandler, and Hazen, freely admitted the
prerogative right of the Governor, yet disputed the pro-
priety of this special exercise of it. The position of affairs
was certainly anomalous. Mr. Reade, the provisional ap-
pointee to the Provincial Secretaryship was not, properly
speaking, a New Brunswicker, even by domicile. The office
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were put under contract. In 1854, Sir Edmund Head de-
parted to encounter squalls in Canada, and gave place to
Mr. Henry Manners-Sutton, who, in turn, was succeeded by
the Hon., Arthur Gordon, in 1861.

The local events of the years up to the period of Confed-
eration need not be detailed at length, since they possess
but little general interest, and would not now excite more
than a languid curiosity in the Province itself. Some of the

more salient occurrences will be more conveniently brought

" out in the biographical sketches which are to follow. New

Brunswick, unlike Nova Scotia and the other Provinces of
the Dominion, was not largely of Scottish origin, and, there-
fore, with a short account of Confederation from a Provincial
point of view, and a few sketches of prominent men whose
nationality is our immediate topic of interest, the scene will
change to Prince Edward Island.

The attitude of New Brunswick at the outset seriously
imperilled the success of the Union scheme. The Quebec
Conference had come to an agreement as to the federative
constitution on the 27th of October, 1864. Not a cloud
was then visible above the horizon, and it appeared certain
that all the Provinces would acquiesce in the terms without
delay or demur. But in March of the following year, a
general election took place in New Brunswick, and it was
soon ascertained that a majority opposed to the Quebec plan
had been returned to the Assembly. Not one of the dele-
gates who attended the Conference was returned, and an
avowedly anti-confederate Government was formed under
the Hons, Albert J. Smith and George Hatheway. The
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lowed to carry out their new opinions in person. On gene-
ral grounds, a vote of non-confidence was carried, and Minis-
ters went out of office. The mischief elsewhere, however,
had been done. The recalcitrancy of New Brunswick had
fired the Opposition in Nova Scotia with energy, and, just
when the one set of anti-confederates were announcing
their conversion in the one Province, ahother set of con-
verts, or perverts, were raising the standard of secession in
the other.

In spite of all obstacles, however, the Dominion was con-
stituted on the Ist of July, 1867, and the last effective
notes of dissent gradually faded on the ear. Perhaps there
still lingers in the Eastern Provinces some feelings of dis-
satisfaction at the methods used to secure so great an end;
but the issue may be safely left to the reason of Provincial
leaders, and the honest fulfilment of Dominion pledges at
Ottawa. Our list of eminent Scots in New Brunswick, during
this period, will not be a long one. Unlike Nova Scotia, the
population of this Province was never, to any great extent,
of Caledonian origin. On the boundary and throughout the
bulk.of the Province of New Brunswick, the U. E. Loyalist
elément predominated, and up in the north-west, on the
Quebec line, there is a large settlement of French Cana-
dians. At the same time, some Scots, worthy of record,
must not be passed over, and, therefore, will be given in so

far as the necessary materials have been accessible.

wick, which had been formed for the purpose of opposing Confederation, having, by one of
those wonderful processes of political alchemy of which the modern history of these Pro-
vinces presents not a few remarkable instances, became warm advocates of Union, com-
mitted themselves to the policy of Union in the speech with which the Legislature was
opened in 1886,” etc.
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The Hon, William Johnston Ritchie, Chief Justice of the
Dominion Supreme Court, is a son of the late Judge Ritchie,
of Nova Scotia, and of his wife, a daughtnr of the late Hon.
James W. Johnston, already noticed as the leader of the
‘Conservative party in that Province. ‘Born at Annapolis,
in October, 1813, and educated at the Pictou Academy, Mr-
Ritchie studied law with his brother, to whom reference has
already been made in connection vs‘rith Nova Scotia. In 1838,
he resolved to enter the bar of New Brunswick, having al-
ready practised as an attorney at St. John, for some time.
So far back as 1842 he contested St. John at the general
election, but was defeated. Four years afterwards he suc-
ceeded ; and, for the first time, entered pﬁblic life. It would
appear, however, that Mr. Ritchie’s devotion to his profes-
sion was superior to any political aspirations, for after four
years he retired from the legislative arena. In 1853, what
would now appear a somewhat anomalus position was as-
sumed by him. He had been offered the dignity of Queen’s
counsel, but refused to accept it unless it left him untram-
melled politically. His fear was that if the appointment
were made. it might be construed as a bribe for desertion to
the party in power. The matter was referred to the Colo-
nial Secretary, and apparently the condition stipulated for
was yielded, since in the beginning of 1854 the appoint-
ment was made. It seems strange, now-a-days, that Mr.
Ritchie’s seruples should have been raised ; since, whatever
political motives may influence appointments to the silk,
they are always made ostensibly on professional grounds.

During the same year, and perhaps partially in consequence

P R
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of what had occurred, Mr. Ritchie again entered the Assem-
bly, and in the October following, the Executive Council. In
August, 1855, he was elevated to the Bench as a puisne
judge of the Provincial Supreme Court. After serving in
that capacity for a little over ten years, he succeeded Chief
Justice Parker as head of the Court. Then after another
decade, he was transferred to the Supreme Court of the
Dominion when it was counstituted in 1875. Removing in
consequence to the capital, he has since resided at New
Edinburgh in the county of Russell, Ontario. The indispo-
sition of Chief Justice Richards necessitating the absence
of that distinguished judge in Europe, it fell to the lot of
Mr. Justice Ritchie to administer the oath of office to his
Excellency the Marquis of Lorne, on his landing in the
Dominion. On the superannuation of the Chief Justice, the

presidency naturally fell to him, and he was sworn in by

the Governor-General early in 1879. Chief Justice Ritchie’s
whole career exemplifies the abiding power of steady ap-
plication. Of all the professions, the law requires entire
devotion from those who would succeed. Charlatanism and
pretence are sure to be unveiled in the long run. It is true
that,- by adroit political strategy, a badly-grounded lawyer
may reach the beneh; but his seat there can only be a pro-
tracted misery to himself and to all concerned in the admin-
istration of justice. Chief Justice Ritchie, however, had the
solid foundation on which alone judicial honours may rest,
and he has approved himself no less a sound lawyer than a
scholarly gentleman.

The Hon. Peter Mitchell, unlike many, if not most, of our

successful public men, is not properly “a limb of the law,”
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between St. John and Portland, and his interest in the
fishery question, which was of vital moment to New
Brunswick, had more than once been exemplified. In 1872,
the atmosphere of the Senate appears to have become op-
pressive to the Minister, and he resigned once more to enter
the lists for Northumberland. He was returned by accla-
mation, and re-elected in 1874 by a majority of nearly five
hundred. In 1878, however, he was less fortunate, being
defeated by his former opponent, Mr. Snowball, a merchant
of Chatham, who received fifteen hundred and eighty-five
votes to his thirteen hundred and eighty-four. For the
present, therefore, Mr. Mitchell is out of public life. A man
of great energy and enterprise he is well liked by both
parties, and the amicable feelings which are cherished
towards him by his Provincial rival, Sir Albert J. Smith,
are highly creditable to that honourable gentleman. His
defeat in 1878 was certainly not regarded with unalloyed
satisfaction even by those who differ politically from him.
A younger political aspirant is the Hon. John James
Fraser, Q.C., one of the most successful lawyers in the Pro-
vince. His father, who came from Inverness, settled in
Northumberland county, after a temporary sojourn at Hali-
fax. Like Mr. Mitchell, the senior Mr. Fraser was a ship-
builder, and likewise resided on the Miramichi. The son
turned his attention to law, and became an attorney in 1850).
From 1851, he resided at Fredericton, the capital of the
Province, was called to the bar in 1852, and made Queen’s
Counsel in 1873. Mr. Fraser did not, at first, take any
public interest in politics, but the Confederation question

appears to have excited him and he was returned on the
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anti-Union wave of 1865 from York county. Inthe follow-
ing year, however, he suffered defeat, and after another un-
successful effort a twelvemonth after, Mr. Fraser, for the
time, remained out of public life. In June, 1871, the old
party passions having been largely extinguished he was
nominated to the Legislative Council, and joined the Hath-
eway Cabinet as President of the Council. In the following
year, the Premier died, and a colleague, Mr. King, being
called upon to form a Government, Mr. Fraser was offered
the Provincial Secretaryship, which he accepted, resigning
his seat in the. Upper House to appeal once more to the
electors of York. On Mr. King’s retirement in 1878, he
became Attorney-General and Premier—positions he still
occupies. More than once Mr. Fraser’s attachment to his
native Province and its interests has caused an effort on his
part for better terms at Ottawa.

The Hon. William Muirhead belongs, so far as public life
is concerned, to a later period. Yet as a merchant and ship-
builder he deserves special mention. His father, who emi-
grated from Dumfriesshire in 1817, settled in Nova Scotia,
and there at Pictou, his son William was born in April,
1819. His education at Miramichi probably led him to
make New Brunswick his future home. Residing at Chat-
ham, he has engaged in various branches of business, in-
cluding mill-owning, in addition to mercantile and shipping
enterprises. In politics, Mr. Muirhead is a Liberal. He was
appointed to the Legislative Council in 1867, and called to
the Senate, of which he is still a member, early in 1873.
Another Senator who has. disappeared from the list was
Lieut.-Colonel the Hon. John Robertson, a merchant, banker-

|
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and capitalist. Of the facts of his life nothing is on record,
but he was well known at St. John in many useful and
honourable positions. He sat in the Legislative Council
from 1837 to the Union, and was called to the Senate in
1867. He also was a Liberal in politics. Lieut.-Colonel John
Ferguson is still a member of the Senate, and was by birth
a Scot, having seen the light first in Ayrshire, about 1813,
and was educated, in his native land. In 1836, he settled at
Bathurst, N.B., where he has ever since resided. The mer-
cantile firm of which he is a member, has its headquarters
at Glasgow, in Scotland. As an officer of the volunteers, he

always took a prominent part in militia affairs, and has

+served on the Council of the Dominion Rifle Association.

Mr. Ferguson sat in the Provincial Legislative Council for
several years before the Union, and was called to the Senate
at Confederation. In party views, he is a Conservative.
Another native Scot is the Hon. John McAdam, who
has long been in public life, although fortune has been
against him. He is an extensive lumber merchant, residing -
at Milltown, N.B. In 1854 he was elected a member of the
Assembly for the county of Charlotte, and continued to
represent it until the anti-confederation regetion of 1865,
when he was defeated. In the next year, however, he re-
turned to his post, and remained in the House until 1872
when he resigned in order to sit for the county in the Com-
mons. He was returned by a majority of over two hundred,
over an opponent who was afterwards more successful.
During three years Mr. McAdam had served as a Provincial
Minister, at first as Commissioner of Public \'Vorks, and then

as President of the Council. In 1874, he was defeated by
D
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Mr. Gillmour, of St. George, by nearly three hundred ma-
jority, and again, in 1878, by about two hundred and forty.
He has always been a Liberal, and during his short term at
Ottawa, supported Mr. Mackenzie’s administration. Mr.
Gillmour, it may be added, is of Irish parentage and is also
a Liberal.

The Hon. Robert Marshall, now a member of the Execu-
tive Council and M.P.P. for the city of St. John, is a member
of a Dumfries-shire family originally settled in 1773 in the
county of Pictou, Nova Scotia. In 1837, our present sub-
ject removed to Chatham, New Brunswick, where he was
educated, and served under the lumbering and shipbuilding
firm of Johnson and Mackie at Miramichi. In 1859, he
settled down at St. John, where he became accountant of
the Intercolonial Railway. On the subject of life, fire and
marine insurance, Mr. Marshall has long been a great autho-
rity, and represented a number of companies, English and
American. He is the author of a series of pamphlets on
shipping and insurance, and has lived an active business
life from youth upwards. Although not a native Scot, be has
served as President of the St. Andrew’s Society, and also as
Director of the Highland Society ; and besides as trustee of
St. Andrew’s Church, and Managing Director of a number of
charities. Although Mr. Marshall is fifty years of age, he is
comparatively a novice in parliamentary life. In 1874, he
contested St. John as an independent candidate, taking his
stand on the unsectarian School Law of the Province, but
was defeated by a large majority. Two years after he was
more successful, although his seat was gained on the narrow

margin of fifty-three. Two other public men of the later

-
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time may be mentioned here. The Hon. Benjamin R. Ste-
venson, Speaker of the Assembly, whose grandfather came
from Renfrewshire and settled at St. Andrews, N.B., where
Mr. Stevenson was born in 1835. He is a member of the
bar, and was Registrar of Probate in Charlotte County. At
Confederation, however, he resigned, and became a member
of the Assembly, and, in 1871, Surveyor-General, and con-
sequently one of the Executive Council. In 1879, he was
elected Speaker of the House. The Hon. William Wedder-
burn, Q.C., the senior member for St. John city, is the son of
a native Aberdonian, who occupied the position of Immigra-
tion Agent for some years in New Brunswick. He was
born in the city in the autumn of 1834 and educated with a
view to the legal profession.  Called to the bar in 1858, he
has varied the tedium of the law by journalistic labours, as
editor and contributor to the press. In his own profession,
Mr. Wedderburn performed essential service as a Commis-
sioner for consolidating the Provincial Statutes. He has
always been, like his colleague, Mr. Stevenson, a Liberal, and
also a strong advocate of the temperance cause. In 1876,
he was elected Speaker of the House, but resigned in 1878
to accept the office of Provincial Secretary. Mr. Wedder-
burn has long been a staunch supporter of Confederation,
having lectured in its favour so far back as 1857. Still, in
the interests of his Province, the “ better terms” movement
met with his cordial support, and he served as member of
several delegations to Ottawa on the subject. He is yet in
the prime of life and may possibly enter the Dominion arena
within a few years. As a Provincial politician, he is an un-

compromising champion of the non-sectarian school system.
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The position of affairs in Prince Edward Island at the
beginning of our present period was materially different from
that of Nova Scotia or New Brunswick. With the Islanders
the salient grievance which pressed upon them may be sum-
med up in three words—the land system. Into the details of
the question it is not necessary to enter fully, here, but a
few extracts from a despatch written by Lord Durham from
Quebec will explain, in general terms, the cause and nature
of the trouble: “ Nearly the whole island was alienated in
one day by the Crown, in very large grants, chiefly to ab-
sentees, and upon conditions of settlement which have been
wholly disregarded. The extreme improvidence—I might
say the reckless profusion—that dictated these grants is
obvious; the total neglect of the government as to enforcing

the conditions of the grants is not less so. The great bulk

of the island is still held by absentees who hold it as a sort

of reversionary interest which requires no present attention,
but may become valuable some day or other, through the
growing wants of the inhabitants. But in the meantime,
the inhabitants of the island are subjected to the greatest
inconvenience—nay, the most serious injury—from the state
of property in the land. The absent proprietors neither im-
prove the land themselves, nor let others improve it. They
retain the land and keep it in a state of wilderness.”* His
Lordship affirmed that the Home Government had done grie-
vous injustice by vetoing the Colonial Acts on this subject,
and hinted that even these were inadequate as drastic rem-

edies for a chronic evil. He clearly indicated a similar

This despatch, dated from Quebec, October 8th, 1836, will be found complete in Camp-
bell's History of Prince Edward Island, p. 89.
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opinion of the proprietors’ scheme, framed by Mr. G. R,
Young, their solicitor.

The immediate consequence of Lord Durham’s despatch
was the confirmation of a Provincial Act passed in 1837
“for levying an assessment on all lands in the Island ”; but
this was not done till the close of 1838,-and the fact was not
even then communicated to the Assembly by the Lieutenant-
Governor. The reason for withholding it is obvious. Had
it been promulgated then, the agitation on the subject of
land tenure would have been raised to fever-heat by the
concession, and, apparently, the Queen’s representative had
come to regard himself as, in some sense, the agent of the
proprietors. In 1839, the vexed question cropped up again,
and the Speaker of the Assembly was sent home to press
the views of the colony. The proposals submitted were
clear and explicit enough : “ The establishment of a court of
escheat, the resumption by the Crown of the rights of pro-
prietors, and a heavy penal tax upon wilderness lands.”*
Lord John Russell was, at that time, Colonial Secretary, and
to his aggravating vacillation where colonial autonomy was
in question, reference has already been made. The first de-
mand—that as to escheat—was summarily rejected ; and it
was thought at Downing street that the two hundred thou-
sand pounds necessary to carry out the second was too heavy
a penalty for the mischief wrought by the reckless grants of
which Lord Durham complained. The penal tax was waived
off for the moment by the remark that one had already been
imposed, and it would be better to wait until its effects were

proved. Procrastination no less than “finality ” wasalready

* Campbell, p. 92,
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a characteristic of Lord John Russell. He would not even
discuss the matter with the Colonial Speaker, but in Sep-
tember, 1839, sent a despatch to the Governor,approving of
the proprietors’ terms submitted by Mr. Young, and con-
demned, in advance, by Lord Durham, as the basis of any
settlement.

In this unsatisfactory position the land question remained
for some years. But in March, 1843, an :;Lgraria,n distur-
bance occurred which seemed to promise a state of affairs
not unfamiliar to people in our day, nearer England than
her island Province on the west Atlantic coast. A farmer
named Haney, presumably an Irishman, had been ejec¢ted
from a farm by due process of law. The crowd reinstated the
evicted tenant, and burnt a dwelling-house, but were eventu-
ally overpowered by the strong arm of authority. This oc-
currence is noteworthy, since it shows the bitter dissatis-
faction of the people with the existing system of land
tenure. The squabbles between Lieutenant-Governor Hunt-
ley and his opponents need not detain us; but there were
sometimes national conflicts in those days. On the first of
March, 1847, an election was held for the district of Belfast,
which unfortunately became a struggle between the Scottish
and Irish voters. Messrs. Douse and McLean were the cham-
pions of the thistle, and Messrs. Little and Macdougall of the
shamrock. A riot ensued around the polling-booth, in which
one man, Malcolm Macrae, lost his life. And yet the stand-
ard-bearers of the Scotch party, strange to say, were re-
turned ultimately without opposition. From eighy toa hun-

dred persons, however, were more or lessinjured in the fray.
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Happily as Mr. Campbell observes, the evil spirit of national
jealousy has been exorcised, and “there is not now a more
peaceable locality in the island.”

During the Session of this year, the question of Respon-
sible Government began to assume importance. An address
was adopted to the Queen praying for the adoption of a
settled system of constitutional rule, but for the present
without effect. Meanwhile, Sir Donald Cawmpbell, a true
blue Highlander,* became viceroy, and was received with
great enthusiasm. The subject of responsible government
which had been temporarily shelved by Mr. Gladstone, was
again pressed ; and, in 1848, Earl Grey still declined to yield
to the popular wishes. The chief reason assigned was the
small extent and population of Prince Edward Island, and
its poverty in commercial resources. Yet the Colonial
Secretary was not backward in urging that the Assembly
should provide for the civil list ; and hinted that responsible
government would be conceded in time. His Lordship seems
to have lacked prescience in placing so potent a lever in the
hands of the Assembly. By demanding a civil list, Earl
Grey at once gave the advocates of free government the
opening they required. The House resolved forthwith to ac-
cede to the request, provided the permanent revenues were
granted in perpetuity, all claims to quit-rents and crown
lands abandoned, and a system of responsible government

granted. The first two conditions were at once conceded in

* Unfortunately he did not long enjoy the high office, for he died in October, 1850, at
the age of fifty. “‘In Sir Donald Campbell were united some of the best qualities of a
good Governor. He was firm and faithful in the discharge of duty ; at the same time of
a conciliatory and kindly disposition.” —Camphell’s History, p. 108.
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substance ; the last was again refused. The Assembly was
dissolved ; but its successor proved quite as réfractory. The
first act of the new House was to pass a vote of want of non-
confidence in the Executive Council, and to resolve that no
supplies should be granted uutil the Ministry was placed in
harmony with the majority. The members of the Council
all resigned, and the Legislature was prorogued to meet
again within a month. During the second Session, some
supplies were doled out for immediate needs, but the House
distinetly refused to proceed with any legislation whatever,
until the constitutional reforms they insisted upon were fi-
nally brought about.

In 1851 a new Governor, Sir Alexander Bannerman, ar-
rived, and the Legislature was again called together.  He
announced that responsible”government would be conceded,
if provision were made for certain retiring officers. The As-
sembly agreed to this proposition, and the Ministry was
moulded in harmony with the majority. Legislation there-
after proceeded rapidly, and in 1853 the franchise was practi-
cally made universal. The result, however, was much the
same as in England after the Reform Bill of 1867, for the Gov-
ernment fell after an adverse vote at the polls. In 1854 one
of those strange freaks which seem to have regularly taken
possession of one Governor in each British North American
Province, entered the head of Sir Alexander Bannerman.
A new Ministry had been formed which possessed the confi-
dence of the Assembly, but there was a majority against it
in the Upper House, and matters did not proceed with the

necessary smoothness. The Legislature was prorogued un-
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til May ; but in the interim the Lieutenant-Governor,in
distinet opposition to the advice of his Council, suddenly dis-
solved the House. The alleged cause was that the Reform Act
of 1853 had not been fully applied and that, therefore, it
was necessary to secure the verdict of the entire electorate
at once. Still nothing could have been more contrary to the
first principles of constitutional rules than a dissolution by
His Excellency without advice and contrary to the wish of
sworn advisers whom he still kept in office. There can be
little doubt that however in theory the act may be excused
or extenuated, such a high-handed use of the prerogative
was substantially a violation of the constitution.
Nevertheless the purpose in view was attained as else-
where in the Provinces. The Government was overthrown
and Sir Alexander Bannerman left Prince Edward Island
for the Bahamas with the satisfaction natural to a ruler who
has discomfited his political foes. Mr. Dominick Daly
reigned in his stead, arriving in June, 1854, A new Cab-
inet was formed and matters once more ran on placidly.*
Once more the land question began to loom up, as might
have been expected after so broad an extension of the fran-
chise. Mr. Daly openly disapproved of any further agita-
tion regarding escheat; but approved of the Lands Pur-
chase Act, invoking the co-operation of the tenants. Al-
most up to the present moment this unhappy land system
has continued to vex Governors and Legislatures as we shall

see in brief presently. In 1833, Acts were passed to impose

* In 1855, amongst other business of the session, the Bank of Prince Edward Island was-
\incorporated, an institution which has recently suffered shipwreck in a lamentable way.
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a tax on the rent-rolls of certain absentee proprietors, and to
provide for compensation to tenants. Both these measures
were vetoed by the Home Government; but the House
promptly informed His Excellency of their dissatifaction
and stated their belief that the disallowance had been
brought about by the back-stairs influence of non-resident
proprietors. Certainly the language used by Mr. Labouchere,
the Colonial Secretary, in vetoing the leg"islaf;ion referred to,
breathed rather the spirit of counsel with a brief in hand from
the proprietors than of a mediator between landlords and
tenants. In 1856,a petition was sent to the Queen soliciting
the guarantee of a loan to the amount of one hundred thous-
and pounds in order to facilitate the conversion of leasehold
into freehold tenures. The Colonial Secretary approved -of
the security provided for interest and sinking fund, and au-
thorized the loan to be employed, on certain conditions, for
the purpose suggestéd; and yet in 1858, the Governor stated
that the Imperial authorities had finally decided not to
guarantee the loan.

There had been a change of government meanwhile owing,
in part at least, to a bitter controversy regarding the com-
pulsory use of the Bible in the schools. The perplexing
land question was taken up anew. One of the new Minis-
ters, Colonel Gray, proposed a series of resolutions, praying
for the appointment of a Commission or Board of Arbitra-
tion, and propounding a basis for its action. Meanwhile,
Sir Dominick Daly had retired, and been succeeded by a
Scot, Mr. George Dundas, at the time of his appointment,
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M. P. for Linlithgowshire. The first work before him was
to harmonize the two Houses, and this was effected, und:ar
Home instructions, by the a.ddition of five new members to
the Legislative Council.” The next topic for consideration
was necessarily the proposed Land Commission. Sir Samuel
Cunard and other large proprietors had resolved to meet the
colonists half way; but they proposed that the Assembly
should have one Commissioner for the tenants, the proprie-
tors a second, and the Crown a third. The Duke of New-
castle, now Colonial Secretary, proposed the adoption of this
plan, on condition that the House should pledge the tenants
to abide by the decision. This was done, and Mr. Howe, of
Nova Scotia, received the Assembly’s nomination. The
other Commissioners were Mr. John Hamilton Gray, for the
Crown, and Mr. John William Ritchie, for the proprietors.
The report of the Commission, dated the 18th of July,
1861, was a document of great value and importance ; but
could hardly be given even in abridged form here. It must
suffice to say that the inquiries made were thorough and
exhaustive. The Commissioners touched upon the long and
tedious history of the subject; censured the improvidence
by which an entire colony was granted away in a single
day in large blocks of twenty thousand acres each ; believed
that all the grants might have been properly escheated for
non-fulfilment of settlement conditions, and effectually
annulled by an enforcement of the quit-rents. At the
same time they admitted that as the Crown had repeatedly
confirmed the grants, no such step could be equitably taken

now. The only feasible proposal was to turn the tenants
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into freeholders by a compulsory compromise. Into the
details it is not necessary to enter, inasmuch as even a con-
cise statement of them Wouid occupy a considerable space.*
But the trouble was not yet over. Once more, notwith-
standing two distinct offers from the Colonial office to guar-
antee the loan of one hundred thousand pounds, that measure
of assistance was curtly and peremptorily refused. The
Legislature at once passed Bills to accepﬁ and facilitate
the award, although, in some respects, it was far from satis-
factory ; and yet in 1862, the Colonial Secretary transmitted
a draft Act drawn up by the proprietors, in which an equit-
able proposal of the Commission for the appointment of
arbitrators in disputed cases, was cut out on the plea that
it would stimulate litigation. The Island Government,
curiously enough, anticipated the line of argument urged on
behalf of the Irish Land Act, twenty years later. They
did not believe that there would be many arbitrations. “In
their opinion two or three cases in a township would have
the effect of establishing a scale of prices which would be-

come a standard of value.” The Duke of Newecastle, however,

was not to be moved, and disallowed the two Acts, on the

avowed plea that the award did not meet the wishes of the
proprietors.

It was announced at the opening of the Legislature that
the measure to make the Legislative Council elective had
been sanctioned, and the House was at once dissolved. The

elections resulted in a large majority in favour of the award

* A tolerably full account, with critical remarks, will be found m Campbell’s Historg
of P. E. Island, pp. 131-146,

1
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of the Land Commission. The first step, on the meeting of
the House, was an address to the Queen touching the award.
Her Majesty was requested to notify the proprietors that
unless they could show cause before some judicial tribunal
to the contrary, the Royal Assent would be given to the two
Acts of the Legislature. The Colonial Secretary was inex-
orable, and fortified by the opinion of the law officers of the
Crown, positively declined to recommend compliance with
the prayer of the Address. Delegates were sent to Eng-
land ; but, after a long parley with the Duke, who was in
communication with Sir Samuel Cunard, the result was
eminently unsatisfactory. Some partial relief was given by
an Act of 1864—suggested by the proprietors—which en-
abled tenants in some townships to purchase at fifteen years’
rent. |

Thus the matter stood until after Confederation, when the
Land Purchase Act of 1875 was assented to by the Governor-
General of the Dominion. It provided for Commissioners
to determine the value of the estates whose sale was under
this statute to be compulsory. In this law, the old plan
adopted in the selection of the old Land Commission was
again employed with the necessary variations. One mem-
ber was to be appointed by the Lieutenant-Governor, one
by the Governor-General, and a third by the proprietors
whose land was to be appraised. This Commission was
duly named and entered upon its labours; but other Pro-
vincial Acts have been passed since then, some of which
have been amended at the instance of the Dominion Govern-

ment, and’ one at least disallowed. It can hardly be said
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that this complicated question has even yet been thoroughly
adjusted. Still it is in a fair way of settlement, and the
long and wearisome conflict at last approaches its end. The
folly of the original land grants is patent on the surface,
and it is only to be regretted that the Imperial Government
did not long since aid the Islanders in throwing off an
incubus caused by the reckless and improvident conduct of
Imperial rulers in the past. ‘

The preliminary steps towards the accomplishment of a
federal union between the Provinces have already been
traced. The conference at Charlottetown, P. E. Island, was
originally proposed with a view to a smaller measure, cover-
ing the Maritime Provinces. By general consent, however,
the Canadian delegates were admitted. From the published
account of the proceedings, it would appear that the union
of the Eastern Provinces under one legislature, “ was deemed
impracticable ; but the opinion of the delegates was unani-
mous that a union upon a larger basis might be effected.”
The members of the Conference visited the chief cities of the
other Maritime Provinces, and there was a round of banquets
from Charlottetown to St. John. The Quebec Conference,
in October, virtually settled the terms of Confederation, and,
after a succession of festivities in Canada, the delegates
separated. The people of Prince Edward Island were not
in favour of the measure, and a series of public meetings
resulted in strong expressions of hostility. The Provincial
Secretary, Mr. W. H. Pope, and his colleague, Mr. Haviland,
were the chief supporters of Confederation; but arrayed
against them were Messrs. Laird, Coles, Kenneth Henderson,

Hensley, McNeil and a number of others.
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The Assembly met early in 1865, and, on resolutions
favourable to the Quebec scheme being submitted, they were
defeated by twenty-three to five. At the next Session, it
was found that the Colonial Secretary had moved in the
matter, and a despatch was read in which he strongly urged
the claims of Confederation upon the Province. In answer
thereto a still stronger motion than before was passed against
the proposal by a vote of twenty-one to seven. It set out
that however advantageous such a union might be to the
Provinces generally, nevertheless it could never be effected
“on terms that would prove advantageous to the interests
and well-being of the people of this Island, separated as it
is, and must ever remain, from the neighbouring Provinces
by an immovable barrier of ice for many months in the

year.”

The resolution concluded by declaring that any such
union “ would be as hostile to the feelings and wishes, as it
would be opposed to the best and most vital interests of its
people.” In the autumn of the same year (1866), the Hon.
J. C. Pope, the mover of the above motion, was in London
during the sittings of the delegates from the other Provinces.
It was proposed that the Island should receive eight hun-
dred thousand dollars “as indemnity for the loss of terri-
torial revenues, and for the purchase of the proprietors’
estates, on condition of its entering the Confederation.”
Public opinion in the Province, however, was for the present
settled against the measure.

In 1868, other terms were offered through Sir William
Young, the Governor-General, and approved of by the Lieut-
enant-Governor ; but the Executive Council declined to

entertain them because they they did not “comprise a full
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and immediate settlement of the land tenures, and indem-
nity from the Imperial Government for loss of territorial
revenues.” In a reply dated the seventh of March, 1870,
Earl Granville regretted that the Island governmeut should
neglect their own real interests, “for the sake of keeping
alive a claim against the Imperial Government which, it is
quite certain, will never be acknowledged.” The reply of
the Assembly was a distinct affirmation that the people of
the Island were “almost unanimously opposed to any change
in the constitution of the colony.”

A long pause followed, and finally the Provincial Govern-
ment took the mabtefup in 1873. Messrs. Haythorne and
Laird proceeded to Ottawa. After considerable haggling
over the terms, a final agreement was come to on pecuniary
conditions highly favourable to the Province. No such
difficulty could arise in future as that which had occurred
in Nova Scotia. The terms were practically submitted to
the people in a plébiscite, and the new Assembly at once
acceded to the proposals of the Ottawa Government by a
vote of twenty-seven to two. Prince Edward Island con-
sequently became a member of the Dominion of Canada
on the first of July, 1873.

It only remains to sketch, in brief, the careers of some of
the more prominent Scots who have figured in public life
during the period under consideration, taking in, as before,
a few who are of more recent date. The account already
given of Sir William Young naturally suggests his brother
as an opening subjeet.

The Honourable Charles Young, LL.D., Q.C., was born at
Glasgow, Scotland, on the last day of April, 1812. A son of

%
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the Hon. John Young (“ Agricola”) he came out with his
parents at an early age, and settled in Nova Scotia. He
received his education at Dalhousie College, Halifax, and
studied law with his brother, the future Chief Justice.
Was called to the bars of Nova Scotia and Prince Edward
Island in the same year (1838). For a long period he prac-
tised his profession in partnership with his brothers, Sir
William, and the Hon. George R. Young. Removing to
Charlottetown, he entered publie life in 1840 as member for
Queen’s County, P.EIL ; but before the close of the year he
was called to the Legislative Council in which he sat until
1863, and for the last ten years of the time as its President.
In 1847 Mr. Young was made a Queen’s Counsel—the first
appointed in the Island. For two years from 1831 to 1853,
he was Attorney-General, and again from June, 1858 to
1859, and also served as Administrator of the Government
more than once. It is said that he was the first public man
in the Island to advocate responsible government, and he cer-
tainly largely aided in its establishment. On other subjects
connected with the progress of the colony he was equally
active, notably in favour of free schools, free lands, and
savings banks. Mr. Young was made Judge of Probate in
1852 and Judge in Bankruptey in 1868. At the bar, his
practice was highly remunerative, and he was an especial
favourite as counsel against the landlords, and on behalf of
“ the bleeding tenantry,” as he termed them. In 1838, he
promoted the establishment of a Mechanics’ Institute, de-
livering the inaugural address; in addition to that he is a
prominent member of the Methodist Church, President of

E
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the Bible Society, a Royal Arch Mason, and ex-Grand
Worthy Patriarch of the Sons of Temperance. He has, like
the other members of his family, lived an honourable and
eminently useful career. The father and his three sons have
all been men of vigorous intellect, sterling integrity and
unswerving patriotism.

One of the best known men of Prince Edward Island, out-
side of that Province,is the Hon. David Laird, until very
recently Lieutenant-Governor of the North-West Territor-
ies. His father, however, first demands notice. The Hon.
Alexander Laird was a Scottish farmer who left Renfrew-
shire in the year 1819 to settle in Prince Edward Island. A
practical agriculturist of sterling character-and intelligence,
he at once went to work upon his land in Qu'eeﬁ’s County,
a short distance from Charlottetown. Mr. Laird, as might
have been expected, never swerved from the Liberal creed,
and was an unflinching advocate of responsible government..
He represented the first District of the County for sixteen
yéars. In 1847 he promoted a petition on behalf of constitu-
tional rule, and, in 1851, as a member of the House, heard
the announcement made that the request had been acceded
to. For four years he served asa member of the Reform Gov-
ernment of Mr. Coles, the recognised leader of the party.
The hon. gentleman’s political services, however, were not, his
only title to grateful remembrance. He was a scientific
farmer, and an active officer of the Agricultural Society, and
performed much valuable work in elevating the character of
agriculture and in the improvement of stock.

The Hon. David Laird, though not the eldest son of Alex-

ander, is, as has been said, the best known throughout the
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Dominion. Born near New Glasgow, in 1833, he was edu-
cated in the Presbyterian Theological Seminary at Truro,
Nova Scotia. Whether he ever entertained the purpose of
entering the ministry does not appear. If he did, the idea
was abandoned, since immediately after finishing his aca-
demic course, he repaired to Charlottetownand established the
Patriot newspaper. Like his father, Mr. Laird proved to be
an ardent Liberal, but was for some time at variance with
the leaders of his party because of their desire to exclude the
Bible from the schools. When the terms of Confederation
had been virtually settled at Quebec, he at once objected to
the scheme as not merely unfair but disadvantageous in
every respect to Prince Edward Island. The bone of con-
tention, of course, was the interminable land question, as
well as the further grievance that no provision was
submitted for the expenditure of money on provincial publie
works, especially railways. Yet notwithstanding Mr. Laird’s
prominence as a journalist and public speaker outside the
legislature, it was not until 1871 that he found a seat in the
House for Belfast. The election was a casual one caused by
the sitting member’s acceptance of office. Mr. Laird opposed
the Hon. George Duncan, and defeated him. Dissatisfaction
with Mr. Pope’s railway policy had arisen, and at the next
general election the Ministry suffered defeat. Mr. Hay-
thorne succeeded as Premier, and towards the end of 1872
Mr. Laird joined the Executive Council. Once more in
1873 the union question came up for the last time, and Mr.
Laird, with Mr. Haythorne, were despatched to Ottawa to

confer with the Dominion Government, with the result, already
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noted, of the admission of P. E. Island into the Confedera-
tion. Both parties concurred in the arrangement, and,
therefore, there was no party division. Mr. Laird was now
elected, by acclamation, to the Commons, with the Hon.
Peter Sinclair as his colleague. He entered the larger arena
at a fortunate time, since the Pacific Railway trouble brought
about a change of Ministry during the second year, and
when Mr. Mackenzie formed his Ministry in November, Mr.
Laird was gazetted as Minister of the Interior. On his
offering himself before his constituents he was again elected
without opposition. During the following years he served
as a Commissioner to the North-West, and concluded with
the Indians the Qu’ Appelle treaty, under which the title of
certain tribes in the soil was extinguished by purchase. The
térritory thus surrendered covered 75,000 square miles, on
the line of the Pacific Railway. In 1876 «Mr. Laird
received his appointment as Lieutenant-Governor of the
North-West Territories, a position he continued to hold
during a full term, until near the close of 1881. Mr. Laird
is a man of great energy and public spirit, and, as he is still
on the sunny side of fifty, has possibly many years of public
usefulness before him. .

The Hon. Alexander Laird is three years older than his
brother David, having been born in 1830. He was elected
for the first time in the fourth District of Prince County,
and sat for it from 1867 to 1870. He has been a member
of the Government under three Premiers, and served on the
Board of Works for two years. In 1874 he was elected as

representative of the second District of the same County,
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in 'the Legislative Council. A Liberal colleague of Mr.
Laird’s in the Legislative Council was Lieutenant-Colonel,
the Hon. William McGill. The family was originally High-
land, but a couple of centuries since three brothers moved
south and settled on an estate in Kirkmichael, Dumfries-shire.
There in November, 1819, Mr. William McGill, the son of
James, was born.  His education was conducted at the parish
school and the Dumfries Academy ; but in 1833, he left
“ auld Scotia ” for Prince Edward Island, where he carried on
business as a merchant at Charlottetown. In 1853 he was
elected for a District of Queen’s to the Assembly and sat
for nine years. In 1858, and g:ga,in for two years (1869-70),
he was High Sheriff of the County. He was elected to the
Legislative Council in 1873, but did not long sit as a member
of the body. Mr. McGill was an early advocate of confedera-

" tion, and is described in the Parliamentary Companion as

‘“an advanced Liberal both in English and Colonial politics.”

The Hon. Peter Sinclair, already mentioned as Mr. Laird’s
colleague in the representation of Queen’s County at Ottawa,
was born and educated in Argyleshire, Scotland. Of his
early career we have no record, except that he was a farmer
and took up his residence at Summerfield, Prince Edward
Island. Mr. Sinclair did not enter public life until 1867,
when he was returned for the First District of Queen’s, and
continued to represent that constituency until September,
1873, when he resigned to become a candidate for the Com-
mons. In 1868, he was placed upon the Board of Educa-
tion, and served on the Executive Council from 1869 to

1871, when the Government resigned. In the following
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year he entered the Haythorne administration, and was its
leader in the Assembly. From 1873 to 1878, he sat for his
county in the House of Commons but in the latter year he
suffered defeat by a majority of over seven hundred. Mr.
Sinclair is a Liberal, in favour of reciprocity with the
United States, and of a prohibitory liquor law.

The Hon. Daniel Gordon was a native Islander, having

been born at Brudenell River, King’s County, in 1821, His
father, Henry, was a farmer from Perthshire, who had set-
tled and married in the colony. Educated at the grammar
school, he at first engaged in teaching ; but, after two years’
experience, he went into business. For over forty years,
Mr. Gordon has conducted a store in Georgetown, adding to
it, however, ship-building and ship-owning. He has been a
magistrate ever since 1851, but did not enter public life un-
til 1866, when he- was elected to the Legislative Council for
a district of King’s. In 1872, he resigiied his seat; but, in
1876, was elected as M.P.P. for Geoi‘getown and Royalty,
and entered the Government formed by. Mr, Davies. Re-
elected in 1879, he is recognised as a legislator of great
value, not merely from his business capacity, but also for
the great interest he takes in agriculture and the mate-
rial interests of the Island. In religion, Mr. Gordon is a
Presbyterian, and in politics a Liberal-Conservative. |
The number of Scots who have figured, or who still take
part, in public affairs in Prince Edward Island is very large.
In addition to those already mentioned, a brief reference may
be made to a few of these. Hon. Herbert Bell, who was

Speaker of the Legislative Council for a time, sprang of a
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Dumfries family, and was born at Middlebie in that shire, in
1818. He came to the Islarid when twenty-three years of
age, and devoted himself, like Mr. Gordon and others, to
mercantile and shipping business. Forsome time he filled a
collectorship of Customs, and served for several years as
Grand Worthy Patriarch of the Sons of Temperance. It
was only in 1867, however, that he made his appearance in
the Legislature, having been elected for a district of Prince
County. In 1870,he was returned for the same constituency
to the Legislative Council, and was Speaker of that body in
1874. He dropped out of the lists in 1878. One of the
oldest living legislators in Prince Edward Island is Lieu-
tenant-Colonel, the Hon. Joseph Wightman, who came from
Dumfries-shire in 1823. He also is a merchant and ship-
builder, and has been High Sheriff of King’s County and
Lieutenant-Colonel of volunteers. He sat in the Island As-
sembly for thirty-two years, from 1838 to 1870, when he
was elected to the Legislative Council. In 1874, he was re-
elected by acelamation. For some years, Mr. Wightman was
a member of the Government, and filled also, subsequently,
the Speaker’s chair. In respectof party, he has always been
a Liberal. The Hon. Archibald J. Macdonald is compara-
tively a young member, not having entered the Assembly
until 1872. But his father, Hugh, was for a long time an
M.P.P., and served in various public capacities. The son
has risen to the honours of the Executive Council, and was,
from the first, an advocate of Confederation. He is a
Liberal-Conservative. :

Mr. William S. McNeill belonged to an Argyleshire family



720 THE SCOT IN BRITISH NORTH AMERICA.

which came to this country so far back as 1773. His father,
the Hon. William McNeill, sat in the Assembly for twenty-
five years, and was Speaker of the House for some time.
The son was born at Cavendish, in March, 1814, but did not
enter the House until 1866. He was subsequently re-elected
six times. Dr. Peter A. McIntyre, who sat in the last House
of Commons as a Liberal, sprang from an Inverness-shire
family. In 1788, his grandfather arrived thence, and set-
tled at Cable Head, in King’s County; and his maternal
grandfather had fought under Wolfe at the capture of Que-
bee. His uncle is the Roman Catholic Bishop of Charlotte-
town. He himself was born in 1840, and is a graduate of
both Laval and McGill Universities. In 1873, Dr. McIntyre
succeeded in defeating the Hon. Augustus C. Macdonald,
for the Commons, but only by a majority of thirty-four. At
the last general election the tables were turned, however,
and he lost his seat by a majority against him cf seventy-
eight. -

The Hon.Donald Montgomery, Senator, is one of the “old
stagers.” His father, Daniel, hailed from Argyleshire, and
settled in P. E. Island more than a hundred years ago. He
represented Prince County for thirty-five years and upwards.
Donald was his sixth son, and was born at Princetown early
in 1808. Healso had a long term in the Assembly, sitting
there from 1838 to 1862. In the latter year the Legislative
Council was made elective, and he was not only returned
but became Speaker. He remained in the chair until 1874,
so that he was continuously a member of one or other branch

of the Island Legislature during the whole of thirty-six years.
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In 1873, when the Province entered the Dominion, Mr.
Macfarlane became a member of the Senate, and sits there
now in 1882. He has thus been in public life, without a
break, for the almost unprecedently long period of forty-
four years. Another Islander who, though he has never
figured in the Legislature, has nevertheless beena public man,
is Mr. Archibald McNeill,at present Chief Clerk of the Provin-
cial Assembly. His father, Charles, was an Argyleshire farmer
—one of the pioneer settlers—who died in 1879, at the age
of eighty-nine. Archibald was born at West River in 1824.
After receiving his education, he engaged for fifteen years or
so in teaching, and also wrote for the Examiner, then con-
trolled by the Hon. Mr. Whalen. In 1854, he entered the
public service, and filled successively a number of important
offices. He was an ardent advocate of responsible govern-
ment, free schools, the lands purchase scheme, and confed-
eration. He was present at the Charlottetown Conference,
and reported some of the principal speeches. As we have
seen he also took part in public meetings held upon that ex-
citing subject. Mr. McNeill’s interest in agricultural and in-
dustrial subjects has given him a prominent position in con-

nection with the Island expositions. For thirteen years he

has filled the post of secretary of the Provincial Exhibition

~ Commission. In 1876 he acted as Secretary of the advis-

ory board in connection with the Centennial at Philadelphia,
and of the Dominion exhibitions held at Montreal in 1880,
and at Halifax in 1881. Since 1573, Mr. McNeill has been
Chief Clerk of the House of Assembly at Charlottetown.

In bringing this chapter to a close, it is impossible to avoid

an expression of regret that the sketches of public men in
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the Maritime Provinces have necessarily been meagre and
incomplete. The writer, notwithstanding all the efforts made
to secure information, has been forced to rely almost wholly
upon a few books of reference. The difficulty of ascertain-
ing the national origin of some public men, and the scattered
hints gathered about others cannot fail to be as unsatisfactory
to the reader, as they are to himself. In addition to that,
there is the grave apprehension, practically amounting to a
certainty, that important names have been omitted. Insome
cases, at all events, this is owing to the fact that there
is no mention of the men who bore them, save the ref-
erences occurring here and there in the pages of Provincial
histories. It may be well to add that other classes of dis-
tinguished men, such as the clergy, professors, teachers and
editors, or those connected with material interests will be
placed under appropriate headings in future chapters.

The slight accounts given here of public affairs in the
three Provinces may not, at first sight, appear germane
to the purpose of this work. But a bare catalogue of
eminent Scots, even with tolerably full biographies, must
necessarily have been disjointed and jejune. It seemed
more useful, as well as more interesting, to sketch lightly .
the progress of events in each of the Maritime Colon-
ies, marking the similarities and diversities in the politi-
cal struggles of those three important decades. Throughout
the course of constitutional development in the Canadas
and in the East, there runs a common thread, or rather a
series of threads running parallel. Even the varying, and

often tortuous course of the different streams of tendency










e

THE SO’OT\IN BRITISH NORTH AMERICA. 725

* Already the account of past history given in a previous
volume has been subjected to animadversion by a distin-
guished actor on the scene, whose public record covers a
generation passed away. It is not, therefore, without some
hesitation that the chronicler approaches the story of the
last fifteen years ; since, to satisfy all parties even in simple
narration can hardly be within reasonable expectation.

It has already been seen that three of the British North
American Provinces were formally united as the Dominion
of Canada, upon a federal basis on the first of July, 1867.
Prince Edward Island still held aloof, and the North-West
Territories had not yet been acquired from the Hudson Bay
Company. The Dominion Government or Privy Council, as
constituted at the outset, still partook of the nature of a
coalition at least in form. Messrs. Fergusson-Blair,* Mac-
dougallt and Howland represented the Reform element, as
Messrs, Brown,; Mowat,§ and Macdougall had done in the
carlier coalition. ~Mr. Mowat had been elevated to the
Bench in November, 1864, and Mr. Brown, in consequence
of differences with his colleagues on the reciprocity question,
had resigned ; and, having been defeated by Mr.T.N.Gibbs at
the general election, was, for the present, out of public life.
The leadership of the Opposition, consequently, devolved
upon Mr. Alexander Mackenzie, afterwards Premier of the
Dominion.]| In 1868, Mr. Howland became Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor of Ontario,and in 1869 Mr. Macdougall was appointed
to the same office in the North-West. Attempts were sub-

sequently made to preserve the semblance of a coalition, by

* See Vol, ii. p. 538, 1 1Ibid., p. 584 1 Ibid., p. 539, § Ibid,, p. 580. | Vol. fi. p. 577.
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appointing gentlemen who were Reform supporters of the
Government ; but party lines were soon drawn as strictly as
before, and so the issue lay between a Ministry of Liberal
Conservatives and a Reform Opposition.

For some years, the work of consolidating the Dominion
chiefly occupied attention. The opponents of the Govern-
ment reserved to themselves the duty of trenchant criticism ;
yet they neither endeavoured nor hoped, in the lull which
had ensued, to effect much as a party organization. The
struggle at the polls was yet to come, and meanwhile the
exigencies of the new state of affairs fully occupied the at-
tention of both sides, to the exclusion of purely partizan
efforts. The first matter which engaged the consideration of
Parliament was the pacification of Nova Scotia. It has been
already stated that in 1868 Mr. Howe visited London, and
endeavoured to secure the repeal of the British North Amer-
ica Act in so far as it concerned the Province of Nova Scotia.
As might have been anticipated, the Imperial Government
declined to accede to this request; but recommended some
more favourable arrangement between the Dominion and the
Province. The result was that Sir John Macdonald made
overtures to the dominant party in the latter, which were
accepted by Mr. Howe and a portion of his followers. The
“better terms” consisted in ‘the assumption of nine, instead
of eight, millions of the Provincial debt, an increased subsidy,
and the cost of the new Government buildings. Mr. Howe
at once entered the Privy Council, first as President of the
Council, and subsequently as Secretary for the Provinces, in

J anuary, 1869. The feeling in Nova Scotia, however, was
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still strong against the Union, and Mr. Howe only secured
his re-election after a sharp contest and by an inconsiderable
majority.

The next project of importance was the acquisition of the

N orth-West territories. In 1868, Messrs. G. E. Cartier and

W, Macdougall were sent to England to open negotiations
on the subject, and in the following year a definitive arrange-
ment was concluded with the Hudson Bay Company. Asit
will be necessary to enter more fully into the matter in a
chapter on the North-West, a bare statement of results
here will suffice. The necessary legislation was passed in
April, 1869, and the formal transfer should have taken place
on the first of December. Meanwhile the Hon. William
Macdougall had been appointed Governor of the new terri-
tories. He left for the scene in September, but shortly after
crossing the American boundary line, was confronted by a
hostile force under Louis Riel, and forced to withdraw to
the United States. The story of the Red River rebellion
will also be narrated in a future part of the work. On the
20th of the following May the Province of Manitoba was
constituted by Act of Parliament, and in July, 1871, British
Columbia was admitted into the Confederation.

During the last named year, on the 27th of February, a
Joint High Commission met at Washington in order to settle
the Alabama claims, the fisheries question, the San Juan
boundary, and other matters in dispute between Great Britain
and the United States. Sir John Macdonald indirectly rep-
resented Canada as one of the British Commissioners. In

this country great dissatisfaction was manifested that no
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compensation was secured for the loss and expense caused
by the Fenian raids of 1866 and 1870; but the Americans
excluded Canadian claims on the ground that the subject
had not been referred to the Commission. In 1872 a general
election took place,in due course, for the House of Commons,
and the Government once more secured a majority. In
the previous June, the Earl of Dufferin had arrived at Que-
bec as Governor-General in place of Lord Lisgar.

Before entering upon a perplexing chapter in the Dominion
history, it may be well to pause, and note a few of the Scots
not hitherto mentioned in this work. When the new House
assembled in March, 1873, Mr. James Cockburn, M. P. for
West Northumberland, was re-elected Speaker. It is only
after some hesitation that Mr. Speaker is made to figure in
our list, for he was born at that border-town of uncertain
nationality—Berwick-upon-Tweed. Nominally it isin Eng-
land, ethnologically its people are Scots ; and certainly Cock-
burn is not an English name.* There, at all events, the
hon. gentleman was born on the 13th February, 1819.
When he was about thirteen years of age the family removed
to Canada, and he completed his education at Upper Canada
College, Toronto.

Having chosen the legal profession, Mr. Cockburn was
called to the bar in 1846, and practised at Cobourg. At the
general election of 1861 he succeeded in defeating the Hon.

Sidney Smith, Postmaster-General, by the narrow majority

* Mr, Fennings Taylor writes (Portraits of British Americans, p. 239): ** Natives of the
town are not unfrequently at a loss to tell in a word the kingdom to which they belong.
The writer recollects a cautious answer given to such a question : ““My blood is all Scotch
and my heart is all English, and I was born at the town of Berwick-upon-Tweed,” -
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of twenty-seven. In politics, Mr. Cockburn was a Conserva-
tive, but on this occasion he contested West Northumber-
land as an independent candidate. Party lines, however,
were SO .closely drawn t}Eab neutrality on crucial divisions
was out of the question. When, therefore, the Government
was defeated in 1862 on the Militia Bill, he was found
amongst the minority, and went into opposition with the
Conservative party. In 1863 he moved a strong resolution,
censuring the elevation of Mr. Sicotte to the Bench as a
violation of the independence of Parliament, which was only
lost by a majority of two. After a gallant struggle, and
repeated rebuffs, Mr. Sandfield Macdonald resigned in March,
1864. When the Taché-Macdonald’Cabinet was formed, Mr.
Cockburn became Solicitor-General West, and, on presenting
himself to his constituents, was re-elected by a majority of
over four hundred. In 1867 he was returned to the Com-
mons by acclamation, and, on motion of Sir John A. Mac+
donalcj., unanimously elected Speaker. For this position,
not only his careful study of parliamentary procedure, but
his cool and imperturbable temper,admirably fitted him. In
1872, as above stated, Mr. Cockburn was re-elected at the
opening of a most memorable Session, the result of which
proved fatal to his public position. When the House was
dissolved under Mr. Mackenzie’s Administration, Mr. Cock-
burn was defeated by Mr.William Kerr—the majority against
him being two hundred and eighty-five. The sitting
member was unseated on petition, and a new election was

held, but Mr. Cockburn was not this time a candidate. :
More fortunate in 1878, he again secured his old seat, but

only by a majority of eighty-eight over Mr. Kerr. In 1881
F
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he was appointed a Commissioner to codify the Do-
minion Statutes, and consequently resigned.

A few of the Senators may now be referred to briefly.
One of the oldest legislators at present in the Upper House
is Licut.-Colonel, the Hon. Walter Hamilton Dickson, of
Niagara. He is of Scottish descent, and his father sat many
years ago in the Legislative Council of Upper Canada. The
son was born in 18035 in that Province. He entered public
life thirty-eight years ago, and sat for Niagara in the
Assembly from 1844 to 1851. In 1855 he became a member
of the Legislative Council before it was elective, and sat
there until the Union. Called to the Senate he has remained
there ever since, although now almost an octogenarian.

The Hen. George William Allan has already been referred
to more than once as the son of the Hon. William Allan, for
many years a member of the Legislative and Executive
Councils of Upper Canada. The present Senator was born
at Toronto early in January, 1822, and was educated at
Upper Canada College. Mr. Allan chose the legal profession
and wag called to the bar in 1846 ; but he has never prac-
tised regularly as a lawyer. In other pursuits, however, he

has been an active worker, having long been Chief Commis-

sioner of the Canada Company, and President or Director in

financial corporations. The degree of D. C. L. was conferred
upon him by Trinity College, of which University Mr. Allan
is Chancellor. His interest in science and art is shown by
the fact that he is a Fellow both of the Royal Geographical
Society and Zoological Society of England, and has taken
a deep interest in the Palestine Exploration Fund. He has

also been President of the Upper Canada Bible Society

.
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for some years. In 1855, Mr. Allan was elected Mayor of
Toronto by the City Council, and three years after contested
the York Division of the Legislative Council, for which he
was returned by an overwhelming majority. This position
he occupied until 1867, when he was called to the Senate.
In Toronto, Mr. Allan’s name has been associated with many
institutions besides those mentioned, for he has been Pre-
sident of the Mechanics’ Institute, the Canadian Institute,
and the Horticultural Society. The Hon. Donald MeDon-
ald was born in the State of New York, in 1816, whither
his father had gone from Inverness early in the century.
When Mr. MeDonald was yet young his family removed to
Upper Canada, where he received his education. He also
belonged to the Canada Company, and occupied for some
years the positions of Trustee of Queen’s University and
Vice-President of the Royal Canadian Bank. In 1858 he
entered the Legislative Council as representative of the
Tecumseth Division, having been elected by a majority of
nearly four hundred. He was re-elected, and in 1867 was
called to the Senate. Mr. McDonald died about three years
and a half ago.

The Hon. David Lewis Macpherson is above all things a
Highlander. He was born in the far awa’ North in Septem-
ber,1818. He was educated at the InvernessRoyal Academy,
and when only seventeen came out to Canata to push his
fortunes. His elder brother had already established himself
in business as chief member of the forwarding firm of Mac-
pherson, Crane & Co., at Montreal. In 1842 the future
Senator became a partner,and succeeded, mainly by his native

shrewdness and enterprise. When the railway was brought
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upon the scene, Mr. Macpherson at once took advantage of
the revolution impending. In 1851, associated with Sir
Alexander Galt, Mr. Holton, and others, he secured a charter
for a railway from Montreal to Kingston. This line was the
nucleus of the future Grand Trunk. In 1853, after the
incorporation of the latter Company, he allied himself with
Mr. C. S. Gzowski in order to construct the Toronto and
Sarnia Railway. Inlater years these gentlemen have been
engaged on other lines, as well as on the Toronto Rolling:
Mills, and the International Bridge Company over the
Niagara. In 1872 Mr. Macpherson was President of the
Interoceanic Railway Company, but the Government gave
its preference to the rival scheme of Sir Hugh Allan. His
first entry into public life was as member of the Saugeen
Division in the Legislative Council, for which he was elected
over Mr. Snider by a majority of twelve hundred. The
Hon. John McMurrich, who had previously represented the
Division, at first intended to contest it, but retired before the
day of nomination. When a Board of Arbitration was nomi-
nated to settle the debts and assets of the old Province of
Canada, Mr, Macpherson was appointed on behalf of Ontario.
The award was duly made, but the Quebec representative
had withdrawn from the arbitration, and the matter
remains unsettled until now, notwithsta,ndirig that the
Judicial Committee of the Privy Council has confirmed the
award. From November, 1873, to the autumn of 1878, the
hon. gentleman was a vigorous opponent of the Mackenzie
Government—his assaults being chiefly made on matters of
finance; and he has, from time to time, issued vigorous

pamphlets upon his favourite subject. These have, no doubt,
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carried great weight, coming, as they do, from a gentleman
thoroughly acquainted with the matters in dispute. On the
10th February, 1880, Mr. Macpherson was made Speaker
of the Senate, but he has since been temporarily in charge of
a department. Amongst other positions filled by the Sena-
tor, are a Directorship of Molsons Bank, and of the Per-
manent Building Society. When a resident of Montreal he
was Vice-President of the Board of Trade, and, at Toronto,
~ President of the St. Andrew’s Society.

The Hon. John McMurrich, mentioned above, although
not a member of the Senate, deserves to be noticed here, as
one of the best esteemed and oldest residents of Toronto.
Mr. McMurrich was born at Renfrewshire, in 1804. He has
been entirely the architect of his own fortunes, like most of
our Canadian Scots. Many years ago he became a member
of the firm of Bryce, McMurrich & Co., of Toronto, the
senior partner residing in Scotland. The house is one of the
oldest wholesale dry goods establishments in the city, and
it owes its stability entirely to the energy and probity of Mr.
MeMurrich. For several years he sat at the City Council
Board as Alderman, and in 1856, when the Legislative
Council became elective, unsuccessfully contested the
Saugeen Division. In 1862, however, the Hon. James Pat-
ton, who had been appointed Solicitor-General West,
appeared for 1;e-election, and was defeated by Mr. Mec-
Murrich, his majority being nearly seven hundred and fifty.
In 1864, as we have seen, the hon. gentleman declined a
contest. In 1867 he was a successful candidate for North

York to the Ontario Assembly, his majority being over two
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York, Sackett’s Harbour, Fort George, Lundy’s Lane, and
Fort Erie, receiving a wound at the second of those places.
Subsequently he was appointed Colonel commanding the
First Military District of Ontario. In 1847, Mr. Matheson
was called to the Legislative Council, and twenty years
afterwards to the Senate. He died at an advanced age in
1872.

The Hon. John Simpson also came from the North of
Scotland, having been born at Rothes, near Elgin. While
still a child he accompanied his family to Upper Canada,
where they settled on the “Scotch line,” at Perth. Mr.
Simpson entered upon active life as clerk in a merchant’s
establishment, and rose, in course of time, to be his émploy-
er's partner. In 1848, he opened a branch of the Bank of
Montreal at Bowmanville, and subsequently at Whitby. In
1857, the Ontario Bank was founded, and Mr. Simpson be-
came its President—a position he occupied until a year or
two ago. In 1856, he was elected to the Legislative Coun-
cil for Queen’s Division, by an immense majority over Mr.
Ruttan, and in 1867 called to the Senate, of which he is still
a member. When the Province of Manitoba was consti-
tuted, in 1870, it became necessary to appoint two Senators
to represent it. One of these was Mr. John Sutherland, of
Kildonan. His father, Alexander, an old soldier of the Pen-
insular war, from the North of Scotland, emigrated in 1815,
and ultimately settled at Red River in 1821. Mr. John
Sutherland served as a member of the Assiniboine Council
from 1866 until the annexation of the territories of Canada.
In 1870 he became the first Sheriff of Manitoba, but re-

signed on his appointment to the Senate; in December, the
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following year. The Hon. William John Macdonald, Senator
from British Columbia, can boast descent from the Lord of
the Isles. His father, Major Alexander Macdonald resided
at North Uist and Skye. His son was born in Inverness-
shire, in 1832, and removed to British Columbia in 1851.
He appears to have inherited his father’s military instincts
since he is President of the Provincial Rifle Association.
For some years Mr. Macdonald was in the service of the
Hudson Bay Company, and while thus employed, acted as
Captain of Militia and Collector of Customs at Victoria. In
1866 and 1871 he filled the Mayor’s chair, and was also a
member of the Board of. Education, and Tax Court, as well
as a Road Commissioner. In 1859, he was called to the As-
sembly, and subsequently became a member of the Legisla-
tive Couneil. In December, 1871, British Columbia having
been admitted into the Union, Mr. W. J. Macdonald was
called to the Senate, of which he is still a member. An-
other Senator from the extreme Western Province was
Mr. Cornwall, an Englishman, but in 1881, he accepted the
Lieutenant-Governorship of his Province, and consequently
resigned his seat. Some months later the vacancy was filled
by the appointment of Dr. Thomas Robert McInnes, M.P. at
the time for New Westminster. Dr. McInnes’ father hailed
from Inverness, and his mother from Pais]ey. He himself
was born at Lake Ainslie, N.S,, in N ovember, 1840. Edu-
cated at Truro and Harvard, he embraced-the medicai pro-
fession, and removed temporarily to Dresden, Ontario, where
he married. He was reeve of that village in 1874, but in
that year removed to British Columbia. For two years
from the beginning of 1876, Dr, McInnes was Mayor of New
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Westminster, and has been physician to the hospital during
nearly eight years. In 1878 he received his appointment
as Medical Superintendent of the Lunatic Asylum, and
in March he entered Parliament, having been chosen to
replace the sitting member, Mr. Cunningham, who resigned.
In the autumn, at the general election, Dr. McInnes was
again returned by a majority of nearly ninety. He is not
strictly a party-man, but a strong advocate of the Pacific
Railway, favours compulsory voting and equitable recipro-
city with the States, if attainable.

The Hon. Adam Hope, a well-known merchant of Hamil-
ton, was born in East Lothian, Scotland, early in 1813. His
family had for some generations been tillers of the soil, and
both his father and brother were not only skilled agricul-
turalists, but wrote treatises on scientific farming. After
serving for some years in a counting-house at Leith, he eini-
grated to Canada in 1834, and again entered a business
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